30 Days of
Perseverance,
Character and Hope

Lessons Through Suffering

Quiet Time Studies
by the Lazarus Ministry

ANot only so, but we also rgjoice in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, charactehamadter, hope.
And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into ot
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.0

Romans 5:5
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DAY 1
James 1

By Gregory T. Gaumond:
a disciple afflicted with lupus

2-127 suffering and perseverance lead to maturity

James, JesusOyounger brother, was avocal proponent of Jesusdministry during hislife (Ac 15:13), and became one of the

leaders of the Jerusalem church (Gal 2:9). But he didnd@ turn to having faith until after he had seen his brother suffering and
persevering for the sake of his beliefGodés purpose for hislife (Mk 4:21; Jn 7:3-5). He had watched Jesus become mature
under the pressure of his suffering (Heb-8)7 To open his letter, James explains that the trials we face in life are meant to
build our hearts in perseverance, besemerseverance helps make us mature and complete in our fati25,12). James

adds that we will gain the crown of life through our trials and perseveranamlpiftwe have stood the test, refusing to
become faithless.

1 Are you willing to persevereno matter how great the trials are that you face in life?
1 What trials in your life do you need to sincerely pray through each day and understand according to the scriptures, to
persevere in your faith (vs$)?

Daily, | deal with a number of trialsleged to my Systemic Lupudgain, fatigue and weariness are the main isslid®s only
been througiprayerandconsistent, perpetual, probing study in the Word of Geldich allows me to find the encouragement
and strength to make it through each dafight constantly to not feel sorry for myself. | fight to stay strong and maintain a
righteous heart, and | do both of these things through prayer 2%, 28527).

Much like sin makes war against my soul (vs1B}, my disease is continually warriagainst my body. Because | am
forced to rely on prayer in light of my physical trials, the Holy Spirit helps me be more focused on our Father in Heaven and
His glorious plan for my life each day (vs-18). | have alsaledicated myself to seeking godhsciplineto make sure my
heart isn@ being deceived by the trials of my disease (vs.13-16).

1 Do you seek discipline from godly disciples to help you see the truth of your life clearly?
1 Do you understand and consider the danger it is causing to youigalfgou do not rely on prayer, the Word of
God, and seeing advice from godly people?

Thereisan overriding point to Jamesdmessage in this chapter: we must obeythe Word of God very closely, because when we
humbly accept the Word planted in 8.21), it cani and willi save us (vs.225). James understood that Jesus gave us the
greatest gift ever given, and we must fight hard for this salvation through the blood of Jesus.



DAY 2
James 2

14-247 only two choices: acting in faittor being hypocritical in faith

In the religious world today, many people misleadingly teach that belief alone is sufficient to please God. Jame®rtbé broth
Jesus, saw his older brothise out his faith through his actions All that Jesus did haalpurpose to glorify His Father in
Heaven.And he asks, in light of Jesusbexample: iWhat good isit, my brothers, if aman claimsto have faith but has no
deeds?0 (v.14) The question to each of us is: Do you live your faith by your actions, or dogjieve, with nothing to show
for it?

Yearsago, | chalenged my own father on his commands versus his actions. Hisresponse was: fiDon@ dowhat 1 do T
do whatl sayo. Even at the young age of 8, | understood the hypocrisy in that statedaemts couets this sort of double
mindedness by challenging us: fishow me your faith without deeds, and | will show you my faith by what | doo (v.18b).
Clearly, our faith is empty if we are not living it out to glorify the Father! Will any of us live this owgqtlgrbnd sinlessly?

NO! But God calls us to make every effort to live out our faith as completely as possible.

God, our heavenly Father, doesn@ say one thing as an expectation and then do something different Himselfl As a
father,| desire to raise mghildren so that they see how someone seeks Gadnly talk about my faith, andoné reach out
and help peoplé strangers, those who are sick, hurting or loiielyhat kind of example am | setting for therif2 dond live
out what God teaches ntben how can | hope my children will live it out?

1 What are your actions like? Do they reflect the commands of Jesus that you claim to follow?
1 What do you need to repent of so that you won& be hypocritical in your faith?

fiY ou foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?0 (v.20). James explains this convicting question
clearly, using the example of Abrahaithis obvious that Abraham made his faith complete by his actions in being willing to
sacrifice his son Isaac (vs-24). Abraham was called fiGod&s friendo because he never doubted God& word. When
commanded by God to sacrifice his promised son, it is writiearly the next morning Abraham got upé 0 (Gen 22:3). The

story goes on to tell us how he lived out his faitthwletermination, and without pause.

Y et can you imagine what was going on in Abrahamés heart and mind? Can you picture the response in his heart
when Isaac asks his dad where the sacrifice is (Gen 22:7)? All we know is that Abrahamés response was. fiGod himself will
provided (Gen 22:8). | urge you to dig deep into your heart, see whether you are willing to figet up early the next morningo, go
out, andobey a costly command of Gbd

1 Are you willing to sacrifice precious dreams and relationships inubikl to live out your faith?
1 What is the biggest area of faith that you must grow in, to show the world your faith by deeds?

Part of me living out my faith with actions is pushing past all the challenges of my iliness. It is simply impossible for me
to survive every day without surrendering the pain, fatigue, and frustrations tol Gad.tolearn this character from Jesusd
example Sometimes just making it to Sunday worship, Bible talk, Wednesday menés night out, and Bible studiesis all | can
do. Daily, | push past in order to spend time with my wife and children, doing thiegsvant to do This does not make me
a hero. Itis only doing what | am commanded: living out my faith!

When the days come that | simply can@ push past, | surrender these days and am not burdened with guilt. | know that God
is understanding, merciful, and lovingod alone knows my heart, desires, and motivations; He does not punish or rebuke His
children because they are too sick to go out that day.

Finally, James fings this powerful lesson to a close with one of the most compelling and demanding passages of Scripture:
fiAs the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deedsisdeado (v.26). Faith aloneis never used in the context which
many teach.God cdls us to live out our faitlby loving others, helping others, serving others and sacrificing for othelfs
anything in your faith is dead, take that to the Father, consider the example of Jesus, and beg God to raise youthiaith from
dead! | urge yoto really study this out, and then seek growth through prayer, advice, and fasting. Bring your faith back to life
for the whole world to see!



DAY 3
James 3

1-6 7 understanding and gaining control over what we say

The tongue set the course farr tives each and every day, as compared to a shipés rudder which setsits direction. James talks
about our tongues being such a small part of our body, and yet it causes the biggest problems for our wiidleelteague
is also a fire, a world of @&vamong the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire,
and isitsdlf set on fire by hello (v.6). James uses examples that are self-evident to anyonets understanding: if our little tongue
is such a problemand causesuch great troublen our lives, so arthe small sins we hang onto
Can anything be more obvious than what James has to say about our relationship with what comes out of our mouths’
Do we boast, brag, lie, say hurtful things, curse, or namckrail against God3esus teaches us that, from overflow of the
heart, the mouth speaks, and we will be judged according to the words that we say (M{7)2/A#sin starts in our hearts
(Mk 7:20-23), all sin that is spoken uses our tongue to fibrerwords, and all of us use our minds to put it into actAsyou
study out this chapter, ask yourself the following questions:

1 How hard is it for me to keep my mouth shut when | get upset?
1 Do | speak out and then regret my words because they huebeenh love?

7-181 causing good or causing evil

Do you seem to be confessing the same sins of saying things that hurt the people around you, and no matter how hard you try
continues to happenPhisiswhat Jamesis getting at when he says, fAll kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the
sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the toragedt efisisvil, full of deadly poisono
(vs.7-8). Through repentance, God can change our hearts, show us the wgiyeamithe strength to keep our tongue under
control.

When we speak, we have to think firstt Remember, our tongues truly can be used for either praising our God and
Savior and for cursing God. When we pray, we have to ask God for humility and iéedyave the choice, we have the free
will, andwe must take responsibility for our own decisioteseither obey God, or cause evil around us by what we say.

For years, | was full of anger and hatred for certain people in my life growingtipught ttat they had betrayed me,
and in fact, they hadwhat | didné realize was that my own anger was the root of so much sin that came from my mouth,
and my words hurt many people around m@ver time, God showed me thatduldn& keep my tongue under conitro
because wouldn@ humble myself enough to look at the cause of my uncontrollable tongue (Whn | decided tbe
humble and find help God provided a brother in the Lord, who guided mse®my anger clearly, work through my anger
deliberately, ad choose to forgive those who has hurt me so much. When | forgave others, | could accept Godés forgiveness
for myself (Mt 18:35). Over time, my anger subsided and my tongue was not the cause of continual, devastating fires.

If you are struggling with wéit comes out of your mouth, having trouble surrendering your poisonous and evil words,
go to God in prayer about it; he clearly understands this problem and has answers. Talk specifically through your particular
issues with people who will discipline yavith the Bible, fast, and pray moré.is only God who can teach our words to be
sweet and lovingvs.1718).



DAY 4
James 4

1-107 God loves humility and hates pride

James hits on a profound truth when he qud®sd opposeshe proul, butgives graceo the humbled (v.6b). Thisone
proverbgives us the complete and precise recipe for a stable, growing, adddifging walk with God! God loves the
humblespirited person who is willing to learn and change in every situation, &esitha prideful soul who rejects his
commands and believes himself to be right and justified in everything he does (Pr 8:14).

Just think about thiswhat happens when you are pridefil your walk with God?What happens when you are
defensive and argant with your spouse, parents, or friend3&n anything good ever result from choosing to be prdu@?

Now, what happens when you are humhble your walk with God?What happens when you are humble with your
parents, family, friends, teachers, brothemd sistersZan anything but good come out of a soft and considerate heart that
always seeks to take personal responsibility?

Many times we don& concentrate on the heart God is trying to conveyWe can get caught up in the details and totally
missthe most important and impacting words he s&ysd will not answer pridéilled prayers; we must be humble when we
pray (vs.13). In our heartswe can@ be a friend of thisworld and arrogantly think we know better than God when hetellsus
we are hignemies as a result (vsb3.

James says that if we humble ourselves before the Lord, he will lift us up (v.10). It makes sense: how do you want to
respond to people who alway®rk hard to see your point of viexv How do you feel about the people irugtife who never
getdefensive never think theknow betterthan you, and never try to do whatés best only for their own beneft How do you
feel about people whdon& believe in your character or anything you have to say, even when you prove st@bktious why
God would love humility. This is ehoicethat each person makes, and the choice to be humble is the most important decision
that leads to great relationships with God and man.

When | first sat down to study the Bible in 1990, the brdiing the studies looked straight into my eyes and $&idu
obvioudly love Jesus a ton, but youdre so spiritually arrogant ités disgusting! @ We then went on with the Discipleship study,

and | was never more convicted, more angry and more certaihithstudy couldn@ possibly beright (God was revealing my
pride, since | wouldnd& just listen to the brother). | went home that night, and spent until 3 a.m. trying to prove the Discipleship
study wrong! The more | studied God& word on my own and prayed it through, the more | realized how true this Bible study
had been, anelxactly how prideful and arrogant | wasl was broken; | had never cried so hard over this sin of pride before in
my life.

1 Does your life portray opposition to God, or beliayihim and responding to his grace?



DAY 5
James 5

7-117 pressure and blessings

Our lives are so full of expectation, both from people outside of us and from within ourselves and our families. Along with
these expectations ariserious challenges to our character, our physical capacity, and our ability to remain spiritual under
pressure. If we entertain faithlessness and refuse to rely on Godé commands and prayer, our lives quickly become
overwhelming!

James knew this well;dtalls each disciple to meditate on thisillustration from history: fiBrothers, as an example of
patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As youekonomsider blessed those
who have perseverédqvs.10-11). The prophets suffered because they were compelled from the inside to live up to the
expectation of God, but they were opposed from the outside by people who refused to submit. They had to be patient, choosir
to do what was right in the eyes of Godartiess of the opposition. They had to decide to be righteous even when people
around them refused to do what the progsaéd they shouldndhoped they would The only way to avoid becoming
embittered and angry under the pressure of this situattorpisrsevere faithfully in prayer, surrendering all expectations to
God. James tells us that this way of living lead®&ing considered blessedPerhaps at the time, the proph#thd feel like
they were blessedbut their faith, working with their pseverance to do what is right, makes them an example that we can
follow for all time.

Patience is not my strongest natural character strength, which means that | have learned a lot about it over the course
of being a disciplellt is easier for me to l@@ my patience on the road driving than any other place inJgfasbexample
shows me that even when people around me don@ do the things | think they should be doing, | am the one who must decide to
be patient The same is true with my pain and fattg When my bodgefuses to davhatl think it should or what hopethat
it can, then | have no other righteous option but to patiently endure and learn from it.

1 In what area of your life is God calling you to learn patient endurance?
1 When pressuris put on you, do you turn to Godé will and prayer to guide you?

13-207 be humble and be healed!

When | persevere patiently and wait for God to give me strength, help, and guidance, | am learning just like Jesus did.
Scripture clearly says: i(Jesus) learnedbbedience from what he sufferéd Because Jesus had never dealt with the pressure
caused by living a limited body in the flesh, subject to Satan, he heartohowto reverently submit to fithe one who could
save him from deatho (Heb 5:7-8). Whenwe don& decide to learn obedience in every situation where life puts pressure on us,
we are bound to turn to the worldé way of dealing with pressure: harboring sin. The pressures of pain, hardship, confusion,
despair, and anxiety are roots behind mafnthhe sinswe indulge in to protect our hearts when we don& rely on God.

Even if | am able to patiently persevere with my disease, | cannot be happy or fulfilled in my relationship with God if |
choose to carry around the guilt of my sifames explais how to relieve ourselves from the burden of our sinful natven
though we are forgiven by Christé blood, the key to accessing the healing that comes from forgivenessisthis: ficonfess your
sins to each other and pray for each other that you mhagabaio (v.16).

The Bible clearly teaches that when | repent and pray to God to forgive my sins, but don& confess them to someonein
the fellowship, wond& find healing. Simply put, without confession to our fellow man or woman, wenatdeing humbé.
Without humility there can beo true repentanceWithout true repentance, therenis freedomin Christ Jesuslt is in the
humble act of confession, the lowering of prideés guards, which frees us up to be able to live an effective and spiritualy hedthy
life.

This passage also clearly teaches that when we encounter a brother, sistedistipkenin sin, wean& do nothing.
We must be willing to work at turning them from their sin (vs209. Why would God ask us to fight this battle? Because
save them from sinning continually against God, protecting them from a multitude of the same sins which will eventually
destroy their lives.



DAY 6
Philippians 1

Written by Carol Gaumond:
wife of Greg Gaumond, who has lupus

9-117 concernedwith discernment and righteousness

Paul maintained in his prayers that wanted mordor the church: he wanted théave to aboundvith more knowledgeand
more insight His heart was that he wanted them to discern what was best, remain pure anesklamel be filled with the
fruits of righteousnessin expressing the character that he praystferPhilippians to develop, we begin to see the higher
standard to which we are called for the sake of the gospel. Paul&slife proved that the only way to uphold this standard sy
prayer.

As| deal with my husbandés health on adaily basis, | need touse discernment constantlyThroughout each daye
havemany difficult decisons to make. Is wha&reg wants to accomplish the best thing to do righth&hould he wait? If
he does it, will henake it to church or the Bible talk that is coming ug@w will that decision affect the family?

Even though | am his wife,dannot make these decisions for hint haveto let him make his own decisions betsn
himself and God. | might offer my advice (and that is all that ithi€)x | need to trust God in whateveecisionhe makes.
My role is to supportim in thosedecisiors, with a heart that is pa and righteous

| consider that this dynamic niuge the same between all people. The Bible teaches thatisteask for advice if we
want to be successfirh anything we set our mind to do (Pr 15:22). Certaing,nsed tdook for wise advisers and humbly
consider whateveadvicewe are given. Wimately howeverour decigons need to be made with tbiscernmenthat only
God can give us through prayer

1 In what situationslo youneed to dedicate yourself constantly to praying for discerr#nent
1 Are youtrusting inGod, maintaining a pure andarheless heart when you make decistons

18b-261 rejoicing for real: underreal pressure andeal pain

While reading this letter, we musbnstantly keep in mind éhfact that Paul i&riting while he is in prison Paulshares
humbly that hevants todepart from this world be freed from hishains and go home to be with Christ. Yée starts out this
section of higdetter with rejoicindg When you face real pressure and really overwhelming circumstances, atetgouined to
rejoice? Often wewhine and complain about how rough thingsiatgset about ththingsthat we don& have i rather than
consideringall theincredible blessing&od has given us.

Paul realizes that he still has work to do on eathhe believethat God is not ready take him home yet. When we
adopt this attitudeiFor meto liveis Christ and to die is gain(v.21),we become unstoppable. Nothing is able to phase us or
touch us.Paul had learned this secret: asfa@us on the glory of heaveand realize thatur death is the wayve get therg
then we willbecomebold in everything we do. Asthe song AA Prayer for Boldnesso states, fiCriticize us we grow stronger /

Kill us and for sure we wini For our battle is natarthly/ And our souls will never end!

Write out a list of blesings that God has given yoRrayover them and rejoice in these things
What are the things thatop you in youevangelism, boldness, asthrding up for Christ?

In every situation where you face cowardice, adkatis the wrst thng that can happen to me?
Consider how each of these scenarios pale in comparison to spending eternity with God

=A =4 =4 =4



DAY 7
Philippians 2

1-117 becoming one in spirit and purpose

Paul clearly understood that the way to becéie minded, having the same lovédgeing one in spirit and purpasgs.2) is by
adopting the attitude of Christ. To become like Christ meansthis: fié he made himself nothingtaking on the verpature of
a servant being made in human kkessd (v.7). If Jesus made hisef nothing by becoming a manand he was a perfect man
T that makes me less than nothing, becaluse far from perfect This is not natural to either Jesus or to ourselves. He had to
deliberately make himself something which he was not accustomedtp ibairder to fulfill Godés purpose for him here on
earth. Only if we are determined to truly make ourselves nothing, taking on the nature of a servant as Jesus didahe will be
to remain united with one another. If we are proud anesselfing, i will be obvious in our lack of submission to each other
and towards God (v.8).

Perfect unity does not mean tieaeryone is expected to see things from the same point of videesmean that
even though people i@ different opinions, we still have swomplish the same spiritual purpose which God assigned to us
Jesus was perfectly united with the Fatheven though he trusted that Godés point of view was perfect, there were times when
his own point of view differed (Mt 26:386). In these situains, he had tohange his viewpoint through prayen order to
become submissive to God.

The word of God has not changed, and it is still our standard for liiaging on the nature of a servant means that
we trust other people will know what is best their own lives more than we do, and our role isugport them in their
decisions Among the fellowship, God calls leaders to a higher standard of serving than others (ER7)2:Bibwever, for
leaders to work powerfully means that those they teadt be willing also to humbly submit themselves to the direction set by
afless-thannothingmano. It reveals our trust in Godds sovereign power to work through mands decisions when we are willing
to accept what is best for the entire group and notaunigelves.

Are you using tle Bible to discern how to kgerfectly united with others in every situation?

Are you more concerned daily with proving your opinions to be right, or advatihegrgspelP

Do you believe that your leaders have your bestast in min®

Are you likeminded with your evangelist, your Bibialk leader, and your discipleship partriers
Are you likeminded with your spouse and your farfily

Leaders, are yolisteningcarefully and responding decisively to the needs of thiogdea®

Do you consider that you must bdisten andchangeif you are to be perfectly united?

=A =4 =444

12-1871 work out your salvation

Paul knew that each person would be responsible before God for their own soul, and he directed thevobrlrcluttheir
salvationwith fear and trembling When we are baptized is only the beginning ad long journey called life and whether
we respond by beinfgithful to God&s |eadership during this journey will determine the rest of our eternity. No person can
work out your salvation for you, and nobody €l se can have a heart for you that is reverent and sensitive to Godés desires and
power.

Our enemySatan desires nothing more than to destroy our faith, obedience, and trust in God befoteroey is
completedJn 10:10). Satais very patienin his character He will slowly erode away variguportions of our faith, so we
cannot even discetthe heights from which we have fall@Rev 2:5) If the height of glory is to be perfectly unified (Jn 17%22
23), thenwhen we find ourselves complaining and arguing (v.14) it isared flag that we are losing sight of God&s ability to
work for the good in all things for those are called according to his purposes (Ro 8:28). If Satan has undertmfietirour
Godés sovereign leadershipandour role in this world(v.15), it is easy for him to make us angiiscouragedand disunified
with the people God has given us to love in this world.



DAY 8
Philippians 3

2-117 our confidence needs to be in Gadone

Be honestwhat do you put your confidence in?ot¥ health? Yousstatus, sength, intelligence, or good look$?aul

wascompletely awaref the things which, for good reason, gave kwonfidence in the worldv.4). Because he was in touch
and not deceivig himself with false humility, he was able to use these things as an example of his attitude spiritually. Paul
considered that all things were a loss, but he still used all of the talents and worldly benefits God had given hiakéothe s
advancinghe gospel. What gifts and abilities has God blessed you with? In the world, we use these things to gain confidence
for ourselves. But for the sake of advancing the gospel, these things are meant to be applied toward building the kingdom of
God.

God hadlessed me with an understanding of mathematics, and has given me also the ability to teach it tbym®ople
this talent to tutor children whose pareats in the kingdorrhelping them to glorify God by setting an example of excellence
in their eduction. For each of us, we need to consider our specific talents and inheritance, and how we can apply these things
to build Godds kingdom.

1 What are the talents that God has blessed you with?

1 Are you using thento the fullest extent for God?

1 Are youusing your ability to learn the Bible so you can teach others?
1 How equipped are you to disciple and encourage others using Godds word?

Paul says that, because of his actions arising from his attitude of considering everything in the world a losd tmmpare
knowing Christ, he had indedaist all things(v.8). The things he valued at this point in his life were what he would gain from
faithful obedience to his relationship with God (v&B. Because he knew that all his worldly accomplishments and
inhelitance meant nothing in the face of death and dishonor, he learned to value instead those thirgsiihiekier be

taken awayfrom him.

What if God took thehings away from yothat bring you confidence in this world®hat would yoube left with?
Consider the worst scenario you could imagine. For exanfgleyiwere in a car accident today and ended up a quadriplegic
for the rest of your life, would you still be able to praise Godrajuice? @ would you beomebitter?

Usually, we think thatve would be more noble under circumstances that are more difficult. So now consider this: do
you become bitter and defensive when somebody says something evil about you behind your badkits Hatsisto shake
your peace and confidence in Godés ability to protect youhow do you think you would respond if people spit on you and
tortured you publicly, to the death, without a fair trial? Now, condpdels attitude of rejoicing. Consider thate is writing
thisfrom prison, and that he believesti be his honorto have fellowship with Christ through his sufferingés.10-11). Only
if we put our confidence iGodalonewill we be able to rejoice no matter what the circumstances.

12-217 keep moving toward thgoal

Paul knew that he could nid¢e in the past.He acknowledged freely that he had not yet taken hold of his purpose to the extent
that he was fully able. In his heart, he wwhsays aware of where he had fallen shamd the greater perfection to which he
aspired. However, in his maity; he knew: vinether there are glories or defeats in our past, they are gone. We can learn from
them, but then we must focus and move forwarke only way to maintain the strength to keep perseveringdsristantly

keeping our focus on heaverstriving to attain the goal of salvation and eternity with God

If you are successful, consider the specifiasons why

What can you do thelp otlers duplicate your success?

If you have fallen short of Godés will for you, how can you change and take hold of it?

If you are hurt or angry because of how people have treated you, consider specifically why

How can yowchange your responsése these situations and bring them under the control of Christés example (vs.20-
21a)?
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DAY 9
Philippians 4

4-97 face everything in prayer

These verses have always been labthllenging and encoaging to me. Everyongtruggles with anxiety at some point in their
lives, butGod clearlyhas a better plan for us. He wants us to rely onitipnayer,guarding our heats and minds withnis
own peacdVv.7); the peace that comes from his being perfectly secure and perfectly in control. Paul teaches that, when we
pray, peace will come to us if we mix our requests and petitihghanksgiving(v.6). Ever prayed and tdike you were
more stressed out at the beginning than you were at the end? This means that you werend giving enough disciplineto being
truly grateful. If youspend as much energhinking through and focusing amhat God has given yquhen your anxty
about what you clearly cannot control will subside.
Paul also gives specific direction about the discipline we need to have in our minds congbating think about
We need to focus on the true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excatidrraiseworthy things in our livég9). Can
you imagine how grateful, peaceful, and lovimgwould be f these things were continually at the forefront of our minds?

Do you take genuingme to thank God in your prayersr do you turn them into@God-doo list?

Are you taking the time to pray through the situations in your life?

Do you compartmentalize your life so that you are done with your quiet time and then go abalatyyatiout
giving much thought to God or prayer?

How can you changgour attitude so that God is involved in every aspect of your life?

Write a list of things that arteue, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirabéxcellent, or praiseworthy

Carry this list aroundnddecide tdocus onit, building a habitual mindset

= =4 =4 E ]

10-197 learning the secret of ding truly content

Paul relates that Hearned the attitude of contentmetiirough many different situations in his Ife11). Although nothing
in the world teaches us or expects us to discipline our attitudes in thiyafallowing Paul G example, we can learn it aso.
In the world, we are taught that the oniyht attitude is tacontinually want more worldly things God gave us the desire to
want more, but Jesus teaches that this can only be righteously appliesetthings which can never be taken away (Mt-6:19
20).

The way Paul learned this attitude was by undergbotlythe circumstances teing in needas well ashaving
plenty(v.12). We have all had to experience both of these circumstances, but dowtbete as opportunities to learn the
secret of being content? Paul viewed his physical situation as simply a training ground for his heart. Whatever circumstanc
God allowed him to live with, he recognized that his attitude needed to be consistetitly &nd faithful to God.

Because oPaufs faith and actions, he was subject to circumstances where he was imprisored, pursued by murderous
religious leadersand both hungry and nakedhe one thing which he relied on in all of those situations®@a@is ability to
give him strength Though he was grateful when people came to his aid-(A6)4he only saw it as an opportunity to
encourage them that they also had treasure in heaven (v.17). Because Paul continualy stepped out in faith to obey Godés will,
and watched as God faithfully gave him everything he needed along the way, he was able to believe for all people that God
would do the same for them (v.19).

Where do you get your strength fr@a you go through your day?

Do you consider your currégircumstances to be a training ground for the attitude of your heart?

What is the difference between what ymedand what yowant?

How has Gogroved himself faithfulin meeting youneedsperfectly?

In what areas do you need to adopt the attithde®od will meet your needs perfectly if you step out in faith
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DAY 10
1 Peter 1

1-27 chosen, sanctified, and obedient

Do you believe in the TrinityMany people have decided not to believe in this spiritual reality, or they get boggeddo
theology concerning the relationship between the three incarnations ofR@tat.had a solid grasp on the Trinity, which was
both practical andrelational. He believed that Godhooseaus,sanctifiesus by the Spirit, andprinklesus with the blod of
Jesus for the sake of producioigedient children This relational connection that God creates with us is so strong, setting us
apart so severely from the rest of the world, that Peter callsthe people of God both Godés elect andstrangersin the world.

God chooses people to be Jesusd saved disciples because he wantsto have a relationshipwith us and wants us twave
hope In Jeremiah 29:113, God assures us that he has plans to give us both hope and aHotueer, in order to havéat
hope, we must also be willing to seek him; those whdcaned by God andchosenare those wheeek for him with all their
hearts Inthe Message Bible, Godé words are trandated thisway: ¢ when you get serious about finding me and want it
more tha anything else, 18] make sure you wond be di sappointedo.

What we value most is what we get serious about finding, and God desires that his@leepheir relationship with
him the way he values oursxclusivelyandwholeheartedly The wayyou search for something reveals how much you value
it. If you lost a quarter, it would be no big deal if you didn@ find it. But if you misplaced athousand dollars, how do you think
you would search for it?

1 Judging based off of how hard you searahhion, what value do you place on God in your life?
1 Is it worth giving up your relationship with everything in the world, in order to find God?

3-871 God is our living hope

Peter tells usthat it isthrough Godés great mercy that he has given usanew birth into a living hope.Jesus made it clear that,
unless we areeborn, we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven (JA73:3S0, in this life we have two birthsne physical, the
other spiritual. When we realize that we anet able to make it on ourwn in this life simply through our physical ability, and
that we willnever be made right with Goelven by our best worldly efforts, we understand wiwiftat is that we can have a
new beginning, antive every dayith the hope of spiritual power andlgation.

Rebirth came at an unusual time in my lifevas 50 years old, and pretty set in my walfs/ou wrote a biography of
my life, you would have to write two book3.he first one would be titled, fiunsafe at Any Speed.0 Before | was baiized on
June 30th 1995, | had lost all hopEhank God that he opened my eyes to my need for relBtid graciously allowed me to
find all the Aliving hoped | needed in having arelationship with him, living every day of my life with him andfor him.

The second biography would be titled, iMy hope is Through My Sufferingd. God fetched me at a time in my life
when | was going to need him the most, due to my failing hesithile my physical health has diminished, my spiritual health
has gotterso much better over the course of tinheis true that even though | haven& seen Jesus, | love him. And though |
don@ see him now, | believein him, and have an inexpressible and glorious joy at the hope of being with him one day in heaven
(v.8).

1 Make a list of how God is a dailliying hopein your life, through spiritual rebirth

131671 be holy, because God is holy

If we want to call God our Father, then we have to see things the way that hedesigng to become just like himGod

says tlat we both conformed to evil desires (Ro 12:2) and lived in ignorance (Eph 4:18) before we had a relationship with him.
Being calledgnorant was something that stood my neck hairs up when | as a kid, because | took it to mean that someone was
calling mestupid But arewe not acting stupid if wedre reborn, and then don@ make every effort to live a disciplined, holy life

(Pr 12:1)?1f thisworld isno longer our home, why shouldn@ we live alife leading to the home God has prepared for usin

heaven?



DAY 11
1 Peter 2

1-107 becoming a chosen people

Once | was told that the wordIBB-L-E was an acronym: fiBasic Ingtructions Before Leaving Earthd. As an instruction
manual, the Bible is meant to be not only clear,drattical anduseful for ourlives. After we have initiallyasted the
goodness of the Lord perhaps enjoying the benefits of his kingdom, or reaping the fruits of repenting from sin through the
power of the Holy Spirit and obedienicéhen we must decide trow up in our salvation The only way to grow up is by
craving the word of God and righteousnefs. 1:252:1), desiringit more than anything in the worldVhen | was young, |
wastold that | couldn@ understand the Bible on my own because it took the knowledge of an educated priest. When | became a
disciple, | discovered that | had begmosento be a priest (v.5), and could not only read the Bible, but | acdeétly
understandit and was responsible fteachingit to others! | began to crave and desire the Word moeatanything else, and
am only fulfilled spiritually through deep, intensive study of Godé word on adaily basis.

The fact of the matter is, all men are meant to havepaortunityto hear Godé word and respond (Eph 2:11-22), but
only those who choose tespond with trust and obedien@ge those who will be chosen by God (vs.6b & 8h)st as with
any other relationship, after we are chosen, we have an entire lifetime of continually choosing to desire and craveogrowth in
relationship with God. Iftiis not our goal to grow closer to him every day and through every circumstance, then we are bound
to leave our relationship with God eventually.

Many people refuse to trust and obey God because they feel that the Christidiodifistigl Co 1:18) ad they are
afraid of beingshamedn front of man bybeing proven wrongr sacrificing and havingothing to showfor it. In order to
truly obey, we have to trust th&od will never put us to sham@.6). The men of the Bible are those who trusted deyed
regardlessof what the people around them decided to @oe example of thisis Joshua, who said, ié asfor me and my
household, we will serve the Lordo (Jsh 24:15).

1 Write a paragraph about your desire for God, choosing to crave his word, anthlsgidoivth
1 Write a paragraph about why you have chosen to trust and obey God no matter what

13-227 submission to all authorities

The concept afubmissionis one that Peter revisits several times incivgtext of different relationshipshroughout hidetter.
Each time, he links the conceptaafbmission to mamwith the idea osubmitting to the Lord We might cringe over the word
Gubmitdbecause we are proud and independent, holding it as our highest ideal that we would need nobody else in thisworld to
be successful.

Peter says, in the context of aetationship with every authorityngtituted among men, that we are to fisubmit for the
Lordés saked (v.13). The reason that God wants us to submit to authority among men is bedastedtircharacter. One of
the roles that God plays in our lives is thke of ultimate authority If we don@ have the character and the heart to submit in
general to authority, we will never be able to submit to God as our final and sovereign spiritudyauthor

There are two reasons why Peter say that it is fifor the Lordds sakeo that we submit to men? The first is thatlesus
himself submittedo the authority of men (Is. 53:9). Even though worldly authority was used to kill him, this was nat outsid
of Godés plan or will (Jn 19:11, Ac 2:23). The second is thatiitins Godés plan to uphold his peopleamong the men of the
world when werefuse to respedhe authorities God has instituted (Titus-2@). Lack of trust in leadership is lack of trust
Godés sovereign power, and al men are witness to the testimony of our livesin thisarea. For God&s sake, Jesus was righteous
toward authorities (v.22), and for the Lordé sake, we shouldnd ruin Godé& good name through disrespecting the leadership God
has given us on earth (1 Tim 6:1).

A List 3 ways that you can better submit this week to every authority in your life



DAY 12
1 Peter 3

1-77 wives and husbands

Just as our character is revealed by our relationship to authoritypwocisaracter exposedh our relationship with our
spouse.Along with being our ultimate authority, another way that God viewsdtégionship with his people is as a husband
(Hos 2:1420). Peter makes the connection between submitting to our spadiseilamitting to God, because both reveal how
our character responds in relationships@hmitted love

Peter tells wives to be submissive to their husbands, and that if their husbands are not believers thegmdl/ee
by their lifets example (vs.1-2). But this principle works regardless of whether the husband is a disciple dnmoay. own life
and marriage, my wife wins me over all the time; even though | am a believer, her spirit makes me hold on to my faith even
harder. She is not a woman whalorns herself with jewelry or fine clothes, but she is a beauty in my eyes and | know she is a
beauty in God&s eyes (vs.3-4).

The most important relationship God created for me was my marrit@ed gave me no other blessing in my life than my
wife, who | liketo cal fithe bride of my youth,0 | would feel like the most blessed man on earth. But in my relationship with
my wife, | constantly battle against rpyideful and selfish charactemn order to beconsiderateandrespectfulas | live with
her (v7a).

| make jokes about growing up in a big household, and that | am the am the youngest of a family with ofaehild.
fact is, | really never had &hare anythingthrough my childhood My wife, however, grew up having a sister with special
needs, an&nows a lot more than | do about being considerate and shdrrayle had to humble myself and learn many things
from her in this area, because just as Peter says, only when | am considerate and respectful towards her, aomhable to
well with God(v.7b).

1 If you are married, think of 5 ways to be more submissive and considerate toward your spouse
1 If you are not married, think of how you can choose to be submissive toward 5 other people

8-171 suffering for doing good

One of the first scripturetbat | memorized after becoming adisciple was v.13: fiwho is going to harm you if you are eager to
do good?0 And my heart knowsthat | should consider myself blessed even if | do suffer (v.14a, Mt 5:11-12). Sometimes we
can think that thisuffering is damatic, like dying on a cross or being exiled from your country. It is easier in our minds to
think this way, because it is far from home, aachoved emotionally But what about suffering for being open about sin? Or
exposing and discipling peopleds unrighteous actions in the church? What about losing friendships for the sake of preaching the
word? Or leading someone who doesnd respect or likeyou? What about submitting to harsh authority? Or being honest about
personal challenges that make yooklaveak, when you could easily be deceitful and cover them up? What about losing a job
for the sake of integrity? What about continually facing your own character weaknesses honestly, even though it causes you t
lose the respect of the people you low&hat about taking on an ambitious, godly project, and then failing miserably? What
about being patient, forgiving, and loving even when someone takes advantage of you for it?

Peter linkssuffering with beingunafraid (v.14b); in each of these potentiafiainful scenarios, what would make you
compromise your integrityZowardice But if Christ is the Lord of our heartghe Lord who loved men and then died on a
cross for us all can we shrink back from suffering and maintain our integrity before God? one of my heroes, suffered
when he was doing good, but refused to break hisintegrity to believing in God&s sovereign power, no matter how terrible the
pressures and suffering he faced (Job 2:10). God promises that if we are willing to sufferdakttht is right, bringing all
things into the light and keeping a clear conscience (vsl&hlwe become witness for Godés power (Jn 3:21).

1 Examinehow you have suffered for doing what isright in Godds eyes
1 How have you been strengthened in yourti@heship with God and your character as a result?



DAY 13
| Peter 4

1-37 attitude is everything!

Peter links suffering in our body with having the attitude of Christ, and then connects the two with being done wittv,sih. No
wedre supposed to be done with sin as a result of suffering, then why do we all suffer and still struggle with sin? Because we
have todeliberately adopt the attitude of Chrigthen it comes to suffering, and tsained by it to become more obedient (Heb
5:7-9).

What was Jesusdattitude toward suffering? Firgt, that suffering taught him about the human condition; it taught him
wisdomas he saw men suffer and lose faith because their eyes are fixed on what is seen, rather than what is uns&en (Lk 5:1
Mk 5:6-10). Becase he himself wawilling to experiencethis human condition without attempting to use his power to be rid
of it, he is able t@advocate on our behalfefore God (Mt 4:31; Lk 23:3537; Heb 2:1718). Second, Jesusdattitude was that
he would obey the wibf God, atany cost to himselfMt 26:51-56; Jn 12:237). Clearly, the cost was his own lifeot
something that any man easily gives up for even the best cause. But because of this attitude of humble submission, Jesus wa
lifted up by God and proves us that God is botwilling and able to rewardhose who stop at nothing in order to serve and
obey him (Phil 2:511).

Now that | am a disciple and know the truth about how much my sin causes destruction in my relationships, | no longer turn to
sin because | am ignorant and blatantly desire the world. Now, | turn to sin in my life becamsggrét up the pain of living

While | don@ still run to carousing, drunkenness, and orgies, | still struggle with lust, pride, impatience, and being unloving

(v.3), to protect myself from pain when something about me is threatened or hurting. When | take on the attitude of Jesus,
beingwilling to experiencehe full human condition angslibmittingto whatever God& will isi regardless of the cost to myself
peronallyi | find myself unwilling to disobey God for the sake of covering up my pain with sin-9)s.4

7-117 the fruits of clearmindedness and selfontrol

Peter exhorts us to lsdear-mindedandself-controlledso that wecanpray (v.7). Ever triedat pray when you have a bad
attitude toward God? Ever tried to talk with your spouse when you fed like they&re ddiberately making you suffer? Peter
knows, because God is sovereign and perfect in his leadership of our lives, that if we have a probMratv@od is doing
with us, theproblemisours, not Godés.
Peter had watched Jesus struggle to get his own attitude under control, so that he could be giving consistently to those
around him. The qualities of loving deeply, offering hospitality, isgrwith our various gifts, speaking confidently, and
glorifying God with our lives aréuits arising from having a righteous attitude toward God (148 Without clear
mindedness and satbntrol, and without being able to pray, we will never havestiengthor thespiritual focusto be able to
obey God in these ways.

12-197 the attitude of rejoicing

How many times have you blown off somebody& encouragement or correction because you think bitterly, fiyou don&
understand what |6ve been throughd? Peter knows that it is manés nature to think that we are the only ones who have suffered
so much in life, and he lets us know that our suffering is neither surprising nor strange. In fact, he says that we are
fiparticipating in the sufferings of Christd i meaning that all the things we suffer are meant&io be able to understamim
better. If we approach suffering from this attitlidgsing what we go through to be able to rel ate better to Jesusd afflictions and
respect him all the more for his riglousness we can rejoice that we are able to grow closer to him through this fifellowship
of sufferingd (v.13; Phil 3:10b).

Peter aso mentionsthat when we suffer for obedience, we will be overjoyed when Jesusdglory isrevedled. Itisthe
truth that vinat wesuffer for is what is really worth havingn our lives. Itis also true that it is faasierto live our lives by
avoidingsuffering. But if we truly consider it better to be right with God than to be comfortable and safe here on earth, we will
commit ourselves to God and willingly do what is good, regardless of the cost-1).16

1 How can you use your current suffering to understand and respect Jesusdcharacter better?



DAY 14
1 Peter 5

1-47 setting a willing and eager example

Elders ae those who have spent a lifetime training themselves in various ways and who have inherited authority as a result of
their age and example. Therefore, whatever direction is given to elders is something that all disciples ought to ctimsider fo
own character, training themselves over time to be leaders by experience.

Peter gives some specific direction to elders, warning them against greed, arrogance, and taking on the title of
leadership without any heart for those they shepherd. He explainthét they ought to heilling, as God wants them to be.
God knows that when we serve oudiigation, rather than genuine concern or desire, we beemioying andarrogant
When we feel obligated, we are religious according to rules made by meen Weé ar@bedient our religion is according to
the rule of right relationships.

Jesus never had the attitude, il have to do this so letGs get it over withd. Rather, hisheart was dways to serve others out of
a genuine concern for their spiritual wefa As the Chief Shepherd, he knows when those who are meant to set a willing,
eager example are fjust doing their jobo or laying their lives down to serve Godé chosen people.

1 When you serve, disciple, and give to others, what is your heart andattihind it?
5-771 all in due time

We follow a Lord who, after he had dedicated himself to a life of service, obedience, and humility, was liftddespme
approximately 33 years and one crucifixion later. What amount of suffering or anxigty eeause you to disbelieve this
promise for your own life? To what lengths are you willing to go to humble yourself among the fellowship (v.5)? In the
meantime, is yourelationship with God sufficiento encourage and inspire you, as you humble ydursébre men? It was
for Jesus, our perfect example. And what isyour vision of being lifted up? For Jesus, it meant fidrawing all men to himsalfoi
through a torturous, unfair death (Jn 12:88)s reward for having obeyed God perfectly on earth.

In light of God exalting Jesus for his humility and obedience, proving that he cared for him and was able to save him
from death (Phil 2:9; Heb 5:7), do you have any reason to disbelieve that &idtistake care of everything which makes
you anxious antknderly carefor every aspect of your life?

8-1171 better be humble: you arethat Gsomeoned

Satan is looking for any prey that he can get his teeth into. Have you ever felt like you have been devoured by awents in yo
life? | have! Usually, | andevoured spiritually as a direct result of pride, self-focus andresistance to the Holy Spirités

direction. When my lifeis &lothed in prideq it islike deliberately basting myself in spiritual barbeque sauce and cooking over

the fires of hell on apit. Wouldn& you digin, if you were ahungry carnivore?

There ardwo extremes of priden the face of suffering. Thefirstis fiyou (God, man) can& (teach, tdl, give) me
anything | can@ come up with on my ownd. This pride is defensive, harsh, angry, and independent. The other is: fiyou should
(could, might) have helped (saved, directed, protected) meif you (God, man) had really wanted tod. Thisprideis self-
indulgent, passivaggressive, bitter, critical, and immature.

Paul was the man whtadrun away from sufferingi after his pride had led himself and others to be defensive
toward Jesusddiscipling (Mt 26:31-35), and his selindulgence had led him to deny the example which would have made him
strong enough to withstand the pressureZRki546). He had learned such powerful lessons afladthit being devouredy
Satan in the midst of overwhelming anxiety, and the compassion of the fordireness and restoratiothrough love and
repentance (Lk 22:332, Jn 21:1817), that what wasre his greatest weakness becamgdatest strength His depth of
conviction regarding suffering had become unshakable: he knew that God himself would graciously be the source of our
strength if we humbly submit to any suffering involved in livinggiteous life (v.10).

1 How could your greatest weaknesses become your greatest strengths if you choose to be humble?



DAY 15
2 Peter 1

3-117 making your calling and election sure

God promises that he gives us everything we need for living adghtife (v.3), justifies us (Ro 8:30), and gives us a spirit of
power, love, and seliscipline (1 Tim 1:7). Why, then, do so many disciples believe themselves incapable of righteousness?
Remember that the conceptrigfhteousnessneando have rightrelationships This applies to any relationship we have: with
God, our family, our job, our past, our government, ourselves, etc. The consepis@nything which hurts our

relationships Of course, everyone will find themselves sinning every déthen we see our sin, Godés goal isto empower us

to live righteously, being able to repent and reconcile our relationships quickly and lovingly (v.4). Satan, howevers makes
believe that we have no power and that, if we see our sin, we must habe ljostification and power of God. It is essentially
prideful to believe that God is lying and his promises and spiritual gifts are no longer true for us, simply because we see the
truth of our own sinful nature (v.9, Eph 2:18). We are destined only turn to more and more sin out of frustration, if we

trust Satands teachings more than Godés.

The way to combat powerlessness and hopelessness is by focusing on what we are meant to do, regardless of what w
see coming out of our sinful nature on dylbasis (vs.57). What, after all, makes us ineffective and unproductive in our
knowledge of God? It is when v&ck theconfidence to act boldlpn behalf of what we believe. Peter gives a list of actions
which we can focus on, promising that we Wil both effective and productive for God if we singlemindedly focus on
developing these qualities (v.8).

Peter admonishes us to be eager, pouring out hope by focusing us on the rich welcome we will receive as we work out
our relationship with God. He presses that if we remain eager, we will never fall (v¢1)0 Eagerness means that we are
willing, excited andcontinually active It means that each of us has to set our minds on growing every day and increasing the
righteous qualities of our charact

1 How does your pride come out when you see your own sinful nature?
1 What do you most need to focusioereasing to become effective and productive spiritually?
1 What do you need to become more eager in doing, to make your calling and election sure?

16-217 prophesy of scripture

Godés plan has dways been relational, rather than informational. While Satan isthe master of information, acknowledging
what istrue according to the standard of the world and without any of God& qualities of character, God works through the
authority of relational connection Peter knew that men are aways prone to thinking that Godé plan issimply a lot of
cleverly invented stories (v.16a). But according to God&s plan, hisrelational authority arose from the fact that he was an
eyewitness Therefore, he could confidently say, fil know because | was thera (v.16b-18).

Because Peter trusted in God&s plan to work through rel ationships, he became the man who opened doors for othersto
understanding Godds plan and purpose for all men (Mt 16:19; Ac 2:2224). He was well aware of how God chooses men for
their own particular ministry, and because he had been chosen himself, regardless of his own desire or will, he had great
confidence in other prophetsdrelationship with God (Lk 5:8-11; Jn 21:182). He intimately understood what it meant to be
ficarried along by the Holy Spiritd, and therefore he knew that the ancient prophetsdwords were made more certain by hisown
experiences (vs.121; Ac 2:14,14).

1 What has God done iyour life, which make his words more certain to you according to your experiences in your own
relationship with him?



DAY 16
2 Peter 2

1-371 understanding false teachers

Peter warns disciples explicitly against false teachers. These ®healversome things in common: they deny the sovereign
Lord, they uphold shameful practices, and greedily exploit people with stories they have made 3gy) (vs.1

God will hold these teachers accountable for their own actions (v.1b & 3b), but whyalees/&n the disciples
against them? Because they will destroy disciples with heresy (v.1), causing people to follow their shameful ways and bring
the truth into disrepute (v.2b). Those who follow these teachers will be held equally accountablewitiettaese they had
the opportunity to know the truth but were swayed from it even though they have been warned (24)im 4.3

1 What are some heresies and shameful ways that false teachers have upheld in the religious world?
1 What are things you have baled, which are contrary to the Bibleds teaching or Godés purpose?
1 Find three false progts, list how God dealt with them, ahdv you can avoid being like them

4-97 God is able to protect godly people from the world

Just as God is powerful in dealimgth those who ardetermined to cling to their sifvs.46), he is also perfectly capable of
protecting and delivering righteous peoplieom the corruption of the world (vs9). Peter refers to just a few commonly
known examples from the Old Testamethiein highlight this truth, and explain the hearts of righteous men which might not be
clear from the original accounts.

Peter mentionsthat Noah, who lived in the ancient world among fiungodly peopleo, was a fipreacher of righteousnesso.
What would this man practically? He didn& have scriptures, since none were written. He had only his conscienceas a guide
to teach him what righteousness meant, which God considers an acceptable substitute when scriptures are lackihg)(Ro 2:12
Knowing thatunrighteousnessmeans anything whichiolates or damageselationships he must have understood that being
godlymeant to maintain right relationships between God and people; his understanding of God must have been that God
wanted us to have a right relationshighaiimself and others (Gen 6:9). Because of this, he decided to bedmetivlent
anduncorrupt among the violence and corruption of his age (GerlL&)9

Noahds righteousness led him to act in faithbased off of what God commanded him to do (Ge&)6dbeyingGod in
everything he commanded. These commands of God were rmthégrtablenor seeminglyational (vs.1421), but Noah
believed in God regardless of how he felt or thought about these commands. Peter also records that Noah was a fipreacher of
righteousnessd. This meansthat he not only quietly went about his work to save himsdf and his family, but he preached right
relationshipsamong the people of his time. Doubtless, he did this before God revealed his plans to him, but all thasnore so
he believed in the destruction God was bringing on the earth, attempting to save those around him (Gen 6:13).

The account Peter gives of Lot was that he was daily fitormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and
heardd (v.8). His heart wassoft and uncallousedoward sin, no matter how long he lived among it. He never considered that
the violence and shameful deeds of the people around him wasneithe&l or acceptable He also attempted to save those
who were close to him whereheard about Godés plans, not only caring about his own life but the lives of those he had
relationships with (Gen 19:14).

1 Do you believe that God is capable of rescuing you and others from the corruption of this world, if you choose to live
by faith?
Are you a preacher of righteousness, wanting to save others from violence and corruption relationally?

1
1 If you know about Godés plansto save the righteous, how willing are you to tell others about them?



DAY 17
2 Peter 3

1-77 the day the Lord Wi come

Peter spent the end of chapter 2 explaining the character of people in the world fiwho follow the corrupt desire of their sinful
nature andlespise authority (2:10-ff). He wants to both expose these men and prevent the church from becomihgrtike
his concern isto fistimul ate whol esome thinkingd among them, hel ping them to focus on Godés ultimate plan and purpose (v.1-
2). Those who despise authority are those who don@ understand or don@ carethat there isa power greater than themselves,
more important than their immediate desirewhich they will be heléiccountableto at some point.

Peter explains the character aafferi one who follows their own evil desires because they do not believe that God
will come back with power. Thegeliberately choose to forgehat God has always been true to every promise and prophesy
he has ever spoken, and that his words are the only thing which will remain after everything that is seen and experienced has
passed away (v-8; Mt 24:35). Godés authority comes not from mands belief in him, but from his sovereign control and
omniscient character. When men choose to disbelieve what they have heard of God&s character and plans, they do not
understand that they are being reserved for the judgment anacties due those who despise Godés authority (v.7).

This heart which is ungodly is a stark contrast to the hearts of the righteous men Peter exemplifies in chapter 2.
Whereas those men were so#farted, concerned, and obedient out of the fear ofudésin, scoffers are those who are
calloused, unconcerned, and unafraid out of ignoranaad seHdeception.

1 Inwhat areas of your heart do you despise God&s authority, entertaining disobedience or disbelief?
1 Is your heart soft and concerned with younagodliness and the salvation of those around you?
1 Do you continualy keep Godé coming in mind, stimulating you to godly thinking and action?

8-1571 Godés incredible character ofpatience

It is adangerous thing that mands character tendsto forget anything which is not pressing on the forefront of his consciousness.
God, because hdpes not need mafor anything (Ac 17:25), tends to take a backseat to all the very important and pressing
busy things which need us so badly to pay attention to them ([Li6-24). One of the qualities of God& character which Peter
has had personal experience with isihiinite patience God is in no hurry; his concept of time is outside of the linear way of
the created world (v.8), and therefore is never slow or nifigllét keeping his promises. God, in his righteousness, tenderly
cares that we all have an opportunity to seek him if we choose to (v.9). When we scoff at God, we believe him to be somehow
incapablesimply because he doesn& do things the way we would like him to.

People tend to be impatient and critical because we believe that we are independentsaffitiesif. Somehow,
though it does nothing but hurt relationships, we have come to hold these qualities as our ideal. Another reasonnice impatie
is because things anet the way we expect that they should bdy mother is about to turn ninetwo soon and | am learning
patience ircaring for heion a daily basisl hadalways known her to be sharp as a tack mentaiid | find myself becomp
impatient because now shg not the mother thathaveknown so well. Today | helped her gebn her jacket the same way she
helped me with my jacketo many times as a child consider how patient she had been in helping me, and how God is so
patient in the same way, helping us over and over because we are not able to take care of even our simplest needs without hin

It is a tragedy that, because God chooses to be pat@mpile do not listeto him. Isaiah 65:-R records that men
werend listening to God 700 years before Christ, and it should come as no shock that we do not listen to him 2000 years later.
But if we do listen to him, our hearts need to respond with godly action, making every effort to be found right witththem for
day of hiscoming (vs.1115).

1 Is your relationship with God taking a backseat to things whégtdand demandyour attentior?
1 What are ways which God has proved his powerful character of patience in your life?
1 How can you make a greater effort toward being fouadbless for the day of judgment?






